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New Year's Day (Dove Offices Closed)
Lunch Bunch, off campus @ Noon
Church Workday 8-Noon
Worship Services: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 am
with Communion
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Dove Tales Deadline
Prayer Workshop - 2020 Prayer Power 10 am
Worship Services: 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 am
Dove Leadership Training 8:30 am
Martin Luther King's Birthday
All Church Coffee House

Happy New Year!! Beginnings come with many different emotions, from the anxiousness of the unknown before
us to the wonder and anticipation of what we may experience. New beginnings allow us to reflect on habits in our
lives which we would like to break, to goals we would love to achieve. Fresh starts allow us the chance to let go of
a hurtful past and imagine a joyous future. It is a time where we can allow dreams to take hold of our imaginations
and dare to believe they may become a part of our lives.
We have prepared for this moment during our Advent Season, and now it is time to take our first steps on our
2020 adventure. Our preparation was seen in the lighting of the Candles of Peace, Joy and Love. The love of God
entered into our world to show us the way to shalom and joy. The love of God that came to show us what is
possible, what can be our joyous future if we dare to dream and believe in the God who can do even more than we
can imagine (Ephesians 3:20). This is the fourth Candle of Advent, the Candle of Hope. Hope sets the course to
achieve and experience what is possible but still waiting to be realized. It is Christmas that now starts us on the
adventure. The gift of God’s love has come and is in our midst. The gift of God’s love is yearning to guide us on
the adventure of realizing God’s dreams for each of us. But!! Gifts must be received for them to make a
difference. Trust, means to have a deep belief in, to have faith. To begin the journey, we must trust in the gift. As
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, 8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God— 9 not the result of works, so that no one may boast” (NRSV).
May we all risk seeking what is possible this coming year. May we dare to wonder and dream so we can allow our
loving God to do more than we may even dare to imagine in 2020.
George

As I sit down and write this month’s article, Christmas hasn’t quite yet arrived. But you will read this after the
New Year has arrived so I can say, “Joyce and Louie hope you had a Most Blessed Advent and Christmas Season.”
As we begin the New Year my wish for each of you and your extended family is for the Best Year Ever….
Each minister in our Annual Conference serves on various boards; my assignment is serving on the Conference
Health and Caring Team. Our team is attempting to find out from the churches in the Desert Southwest Conference
what specific health topics would be most helpful in our community to address; What are we most concerned
about in our local neighborhood? Are there health care topics related to death and dying that need to be
addressed? The final question we are addressing is “What are some healthcare missions our church can take
on to help our community? I would be very interested in your answers and ask you to send me your thoughts
regarding the above questions. (you can send it to my church email address: CarePastor@doveofthedesert.com)
Being a little more specific regarding the above questions, we are asking if you are concerned about such things
in your neighborhood as Nutrition, Stress, Domestic Violence, Mental Health, Grief, Disabilities, Addiction,
Dementia/Alzheimer’s or Homelessness? Specific Health Topics you would find helpful in our community to
learn about: Healthy Aging, Raising Healthy Children, Diabetes, Medication costs, Stroke, Cancer & Treatments
for Cancer, Cardiac Problems, Eating Disorders, Sexual Health, Domestic Violence, Navigating the Healthcare
System and Alcohol and Drug Recovery. Do you have an interest or concern related to death and dying?
DNR/Life Support/Organ Donation, Hospice, Healthcare documents, Power of Attorney, Living Wills. Specific
issues related to health: Defibrillators/CPR, Narcan, Accessibility for Disabled. Are you as a church willing to
offer and work on healthcare missions? Blood Donation campaign at church, Organ donor sign-ups, Health
Fairs. We already host AA groups – are there any other self-help groups we should be hosting?
Hopefully, as you have read the above, it has gotten you thinking…. I truly would like your comments that I
can share with our Annual Conference Committee. As I was growing up there was a song entitled, “No Man Is an
Island.” This survey is related to that; by being proactive and providing what we and our community needs, we can
make our community a better place to live. I will be looking forward to your response in the coming days.
As we move forward together in this New Year, may this be a year of caring for one another and growing in
our faith as we walk together in this community called “Dove.”
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Shalom,
Louie

A Very Merry Family Promise Update!!!
What a blessing and privilege Dove has had (December 8-15) to serve, care, and host 2 beautiful families in our
community!
Family Promise (FP) took off on Sunday, December 8 at 2:00 pm with 8 volunteers swiftly setting up beds and
rooms for our guests. By 5:30 pm, we had a room full of people ready to eat, play, and get to know each other a
little better. Every night the FP van arrived between 5:30 and 5:45 and our volunteers have all been ready and
awaiting their arrival. Yes!!! It has been a very active week for over 25+ volunteers ages 8-82 helping out in Rm
12! We would normally have expected to receive 4 families (15-20 persons), but this week, the Glendale FP Center,
had only 2 families enrolled in their program (9 persons total). There was a chance we might receive 1 or 2 more
families later on in the week, (which did actually happen with a family of 3). Don't be mistaken, it has been an
active bunch!! One mother has 5 boys under the age of 8 and the other mother has 2 children ages 3 and 5. Lots of
energy and excitement during dinner! Meals have been plentiful and well received. We have been able to send
leftovers to the center which have provided lunch for our two working mothers. Our evening activity time had been
somewhat shortened as both mothers took their children to their rooms shortly after dinner. All of the children that
week were under the age of 9 and it was no surprise, they were a tired bunch and ready to go to bed by 7:00pm,
especially when they had to wake up at 5:00 am every morning ready to board the FP van.
Our FP Team (Curtis, Sue, Sharon, and Elizabeth) would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all the volunteers
that have helped with this program so far. A special shout out to the YOUTH for the cozy blankets they made for
the kids. Blankets provided for some warm cozy moments in the morning as the children wrapped themselves in
them prior to boarding the van.
It is an understatement to express, that this week has required positivity and flexibility.....and most important a
joyous heart!! This is a brand new experience for our church and every minute has provided an opportunity for
learning and quick decision making! We recognize that we have been overstaffed with our volunteers, but we feel
that although overstaffed, it has been an opportunity for many in our congregation to have a peek at what the
program looks like and how it works. We also realize that we have had many leftovers this week, but with the
uncertainty of who we might have had to feed (pending the arrival of more families), it has been difficult to know
whether we should reduce our food preparation. Please know the leftovers have allowed for our volunteers to join
the families for dinner which has been a great opportunity as we all experience this new ministry together. We
thank you all for your grace, love, and willingness to support this program as we continue to learn how to best
execute this most important service opportunity at our church.
It honestly had been a wonderful week and it all has worked out great. Both families are well taken care of and
the children have most certainly enjoyed a safe, warm, comfortable, and loving environment in which to live.
Our hope is that every volunteer that has had the opportunity to help this week can take home with them the joy
of being a part of the celebration of love and hope this program extends to these families! Once again, we thank
you all for your desire to participate and we fervently ask for your prayers as we prepare and plan for the 3 more
weeks we have scheduled in 2020!

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11

Fountain of Hope Laundry Day.
January is "Human Trafficking Awareness Month" Through the Board of Church and
Society, Dove will be supporting the Fountain of Hope Laundry Day again in 2020.
Fountain of Hope is a drop-in center for Girls and women trapped in the horrors of sex
trafficking. We will be collecting quarters in January for the 2020 laundry day. Volunteers
are always welcome to take part in the festivities. Last year, adults from Dove volunteered
and Dove Halos Youth Choir sang and entertained the children while the laundry was being
done. Please start saving your quarters for the Fountain. For more information and volunteer
opportunities contact: Anita Burnett, Board of Church and Society @ 623-694-7469 or
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email: anitalburnett@gmail.com.

EEEK!!!
A scary

monster!
Dear girls and boys,
Did you ever get scared by your shadow? Or any shadow?
Of course as you probably already know, a shadow is not a real thing.
It is only a faint and imperfect picture of the real thing.
Our next rotation is called …
“Shadow of Good Things to Come.”
We are going to FOLLOW A SHADOW in the Bible that reflects God’s plan for good things to come. (Hebrews
10:1)
One of the pictures on this page is a shadow and the other is the real good thing that is to come. Can you figure out
which is which?
Well, we know that Jesus is a good thing that God had plans
for from the beginning of time. Hmmm … but how is the
Tabernacle a shadow?
You will just have to come to Sunday school to find out.
We’re going to have some fun with shadow puppets …
a scavenger hunt … cooking … drama and more!
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To Our Dove Family,

The Altar Arts Team would like to thank Archie and
Martha Dee Day for making the beautiful Silver Bells to
Let all that you do be done in love. I Corinthians
celebrate Dove’s 30th Anniversary Advent and
16:14 (NASB) …
Christmas Season. Thank you so much !
These words from the Apostle Paul could not be a better
Conversations with God Sunday mornings study group
description of the love and support we have received
for
hosting
Communion
Sunday
Fellowship
during these past months of Rob’s illness. Just when we
refreshments on December 1st. The refreshments for
needed it the most, someone was always there for us
guests and members is a very important fellowship time,
without our even asking.
and your group took it over the top.
To all of you who prayed, sent cards, emails or texts
You are the best. Thank you, Hospitality
with words of encouragement, called to check on us,
came to visit or sit with Rob so I could go out, made The Pet Ministry wishes to thank everyone who
special treats for us, offered to bring food or run errands attended the Blessing of the Pets this year. Attendance
for us, cried with us or gave us a hug, we are forever was down quite a bit, probably because Dove had a very
grateful. You truly are the hands and feet of Christ.
busy day, but those who attended
enjoyed the K9 demo and meeting
And to Pastor George, Pastor Louie and all who
the dog that the representative from
participated in any way, to make Rob’s Celebration of
Animals Benefit Club brought. We
Life service both meaningful and special for our family,
were able to raise $135.00 for ABC
thank you so much.
which is a real blessing for them as
We know our Dove Family is special; but sometimes we they have had a lot of expenses for
may not realize just how special it really is until we are pets needing medical attention.
on the receiving end of such a great outpouring of love. Jan Smith, coordinator
And “Dove Love” is the absolute best!
A Great Big Thank you to all that
With much love and gratitude,
helped with the Christmas pageant!!
We were blessed to have your help!
Shannon Sanders
Debi, Lovita, Greg, and Jan
Michal & Roger Peckham

Happy New Year!
Dinner Theater with Prime Time Live!
See “Chicago”, Date: Sat. April 18th, 2020
Prime Time Live cordially invites you to join us for the play “Chicago”
at the AZ Broadway Theater, (7701 W. Paradise Ln., Peoria). It will be
on Saturday, April 18. The doors open for dinner at 5:30 pm and the
play starts at 7:30 pm. Tickets are $ 76 per person. Dinner & the play
are included in this price.
Everyone is invited! All tickets are subject to availability. Please make
your reservation at the earliest possible time. Tickets are available on
a first come/ reservation basis. For more information or details, contact
Mary Bennett, preferably by email: marybennett22@gmail.com Or leave
a message at her home: 623-561-0282.
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MAKE SOME NOISE
Making a lot of noise—from fireworks to gun shots to church bells—seems to be a favorite pastime around
the world. In ancient Thailand, guns were fired to frighten off demons. In China, firecrackers routed the forces
of darkness. In the early American colonies, the sound of pistol shots rang through the air. Today, Italians let their
church bells peal, the Swiss beat drums, and the North Americans sound sirens and party horns to bid the old
year farewell.
EAT LUCKY FOOD
The tradition of eating 12 grapes at midnight comes from Spain. Revelers stuff their mouths with 12 grapes in the
final moments of the year—one grape for every chime of the clock! In the southern US, black-eyed peas and pork
foretell good fortune. See the recipe for Good Luck Hoppin’ John! In Scotland—where Hogmanay is celebrated—
people parade down the streets swinging balls of fire. Eating any ring-shaped treat (such as a doughnut) symbolizes
“coming full circle” and leads to good fortune. In Dutch homes, fritters called olie bollen are served. The Irish
enjoy pastries called bannocks. In India and Pakistan, rice promises prosperity. Apples dipped in honey are a Rosh
Hashanah (Jewish New Year) tradition. In Swiss homes, dollops of whipped cream, symbolizing the richness of the
year to come, are dropped on the floors—and allowed to remain there! (In Ohio, we eat pork and sauerkraut! CC)
HAVE A DRINK
Although the pop of a champagne cork signals the arrival of the New Year around the world, some countries have
their own beverage-based traditions. Wassail, a punch-like drink named after the Gaelic term for “good health,” is
served in some parts of England. Spiced “hot pint” is the Scottish version of Wassail. Traditionally, the Scots drank
to each others’ prosperity and also offered this warm drink to neighbors along with a small gift. In Holland, toasts
are made with hot, spiced wine.

GIVE A GIFT
New Year’s Day was once the time to swap presents. Gifts of gilded nuts or coins marked the start of the new year
in Rome. Eggs, the symbol of fertility, were exchanged by the Persians. Early Egyptians traded earthenware flasks.
In Scotland, coal, shortbread and silverware were traditionally exchanged for good luck.
PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD
In Scotland, the custom of first-footing is an important part of the celebration of Hogmanay, or New Year’s
Eve day. After midnight, family and friends visit each other’s home. The “first foot” to cross a threshold after
midnight will predict the next year’s fortune. Although the tradition varies, those deemed especially fortunate as
“first footers” are new brides, new mothers, those who are tall and dark (and handsome?) or anyone born on
January 1.
TURN OVER A NEW LEAF
The dawn of a new year is an opportune time to take stock of your life. Jews who observe Rosh Hashanah make
time for personal introspection and prayer, as well as visiting graves. Christian churches hold “watch-night”
services, a custom that began in 1770 at Old St. Georges Methodist Church in Philadelphia. The practice of making
New Year’s resolutions, said to have begun with the Babylonians as early as 2600 B.C., is another way to reflect on
the past and plan ahead.
NEW YEAR’S FOLKLORE
Some customs and beliefs are simply passed down through the ages. Here are some of our favorite age-old sayings
and proverbs. On New Year’s Eve, kiss the person you hope to keep kissing. If New Year’s Eve night wind blow
south, It betokeneth warmth and growth. For abundance in the new year, fill your pockets and cupboards today. If
the old year goes out like a lion, the new year will come in like a lamb. Begin the new year square with every
man. [i.e., pay your debts!] –Robert B. Thomas, founder of The Old Farmer’s Almanac:
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https://www.almanac.com/content/new-years-traditions-around-world

The LUNCH BUNCH
meets the 1st Thursday of each
month for good food and
fellowship. The next lunch bunch
will be on Thursday January 2,
2020 at Black Angus, 7606 W Bell
Rd, Glendale, AZ 85308, 623-878-6200, http://
locations.blackangus.com/ll/us/az/glendale/7606-w_bell-road?utm_source=MomentFeed_1099

Other Fellowship Opportunities

Many other opportunities exist for fellowship at Dove,
including Adult & Young Adult Sunday School
classes, Tuesday Talks, Women’s Bible Studies, and
Dove’s musical groups including Celebration Singers,
Dove Notes, Folk Group, and the Bell Choirs, plus
many more. Please check the weekly Announcements
included with the Sunday Bulletin, as well as the
calendar that you can find on the Dove website. Please
join in the wonderful fellowship!

DOV E ME N’ S
BRE AKF AS T

meets on the 2nd Saturday of
each month for a time of
devotion, prayer, and fellowship.
Please join them at 7:00 am on
Saturday, January 11, 2020 at the
Black Bear Diner, 6039 W. Bell Rd. To R.S.V.P., call
Louie Lyon, 623.238.8455 or Dove at 623.572.7334.
Dove Men, including Fathers & Grandfathers, Sons &
Grandsons, age 13 and up, are invited to come and
bring a friend. A great way to make some new
friends!

PRIME TIME LIVE!

is the Dove of the Desert adult
fellowship group and includes
all Dove adults: married, single,
young and young at heart. We
meet the 3rd Friday of each
month at a member's home and
enjoy the evening together with food, fun and
Christian fellowship. The host supplies a main course,
attendees bring sides and dessert. Join us Friday,
January 17 at 6:00 pm at Flo and Lowell Wolfe's
home. Jan and Dave Smith are the co-hosts for the
evening. Call Flo and Lowell at (623) 878-7214, or
email them at flowolfe@cox.net to discuss what you
can bring or for directions. Everyone is welcome.

MOM’S MORNING GROUP
Meets on Monday mornings at 9:30 am in the kitchen.

The group is facilitated by Carolyn Moody. Child
care is available. Please call the Dove office for more
information.

Condolences to:
Friends of Kurt Barthelmess
Bob and Judy Francies on the death of Bob’s
brother
Shannon Sanders, Roger and Michal Peckham on
the death of Rob Sanders
Sandra Ehmry on the death of her brother
Family and friends of June Graham
Judy and Nancy Martin on the death of
their cousin/nephew

For:
Staff of Desert Southwest Conference
Wesley Community Center
Golden Gate Community Center
Justa Center, Phoenix

Welcome to Norma Buhrman, Ted and Georgia
Nelsen, Linda O’Berry, Gwenneth Polhemus ~ her
husband Dave is a retired UMC pastor, JP and Cindy
Smith

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP

meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month from 9:00
- 10:00 am in Room 7. The group knits or crochets
shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets, prayer squares,
and other items to be given to Dove members and
others in need of comfort. For information, please call
Mimi
Griffiths
at
602.762.6709
or
at
mimig7852@gmail.com. New people welcome! Please
join us.
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Please use Dove’s Prayer Line for your
Prayer Requests.
Share a concern or a joy!
Call 602-375-PRAY

First Sunday

Food Drive for St. Mary’s Food Bank Alliance
Pet Food & Supply Drive

(602-375-7729)

Our Prayer Partners retrieve
prayer requests daily.

2020 Care Ministry Team
Baby Brigade & Casserole Brigade
Provide meals for Dove families
Baby: Carolyn Moody 602.663.0191
Casserole: Sharon Eshelman 623.566.2798
Blood Pressure Screening
Second Sunday – Sept to May
Cry Room – 9:00-9:30 & 10:30-11am
Anita Burnett 623.581.2732 &
Lee Ann Harter 520.289.9744, Coordinators

Pet Care Ministry
Collection on first Sunday –
Pet items and cash donations for no-kill pet shelters
Jan Smith, Coordinator 623.910.3520
Grief Support Groups:
“Life After Any Kind of Loss”
Rev. Louie Lyon, Coordinator 623.235.9908
“Passages from Grief to Hope”
Jacque Kottmann, Coordinator 623.572.7271
Pre-Diabetes/Diabetes
Diane Byler, Coordinator 623.933.0045

Care/Prayer Notes
Notes in Narthex for Dove members/friends
Dave Smith, Coordinator 623.810.6518

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Meets on second and fourth Tuesdays, 9:00 am, Rm 7
Mimi Griffiths, Coordinator 602.762.6709

Dove’s Congregational Card Ministry
Cards to those with requests/joys
Jacque Kottmann, Coordinator 623.572.7271

Transportation
Velma Trotter, Coordinator 623.376.9506

Duet, Partners in Health and Aging
Dove is a faith partner with Duet –
trained volunteers assist homebound adults
602.274.5022, www.duetaz.org
Don & Velma Trotter, Liaisons 623.376.9506
Funeral Reception Team
Plan/prepare/serve meals/refreshments for
memorial services
Sue Couch, Coordinator 623.825.5916
Homebound Communion
Communion available in home, care facility or hospital
Peter Mather, Coordinator 602.547.1909
Home Care Equipment for Loan
Wheelchairs, walkers, shower chairs, etc.
Don Trotter, Coordinator 623.376.9506

8

On-Going

Justa Center Donations
UMOM Donations

Youth Representative:
Kate Schwebke, Coordinator 602.321.3958
Ad Hoc Members:
Donna Anthony, Doreen Borgmann, Pat Kaufman and
Jean LaMore

Available resources:
Alzheimer’s
Anita Burnett, Coordinator 623.581.2732
Cancer Care Ministry
Don Trotter, Coordinator 623.376.9506
Stephen Ministry
Joyce Lyon, Coordinator 623.235.9908

Dove of the Desert UMC

7201 W. Beardsley Road, Glendale, AZ
85308

Prayer Workshop – 2020 Prayer Power
Julie Yarrow will be offering a workshop on the ways
and means and power of prayer, as part of the Second
Saturday Seminar series, on January 11 from 10:00 to
2:00. Bring your lunch, and call the office if you will
need child care. This is a powerful way to enhance
your spiritual life in the new year.

30th Anniversary Celebrations Continue
Save the dates and turn in your service hours so the
Dove can soar to 30,000 hours!
Saturday, January 25, 6:00 PM – Coffee House
Saturday, February 22, 4:00 PM – Marriage Vow
Renewal
Saturday, March 21, 6:00 PM – all church movie
night
Sunday, April 5 – Dove membership vow renewal
and celebration of 30 years as a UMC and
30,000 hours of caring.

Youth Explo Night – Friday, January 3
Impact Devotional Time and share in taking Holy
Communion, rehearse January 12th music, dinner,
and movie.
Service Project – Saturday, January 11
This Service Project date has been rescheduled to
Saturday, January 25 in order to accommodate for the
Fountain of Hope Charity’s Scheduling.
(Please see January 25).
Sing in Church – Sunday, January 12
We will be singing in church. Please meet at 10:30
am. We will sing during the Prelude at the 11 am
service.
Away Concert – Sunday, January 12
Please meet at 12 noon for Lunch. At 12:30 we will
depart for Away Concert. Concert will be at 2:00 pm.
At 3:00 pm, pack up from concert and depart for
McDonald’s. You will be treated to free ice cream.
We will return to the church by 4:00 pm.
Winter Camp - Saturday, January 18 through
Monday, January 20
More details will be coming on this event.
Service Project – Saturday, January 25
We will participate in an off-campus service project
at the Fountain of Hope located in Phoenix.
Positions to be filled: Help our guests in the
laundromat, face painting, food server team, youth/
adults to go out with team leaders, music, those who
would like to pray for our guests, and watch kids in
the bouncy house.

Rev. Dr. George Cushman, Sr Pastor
SrPastor@doveofthedesert.com
Rev. Louie Lyon
Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation
CarePastor@doveofthedesert.com or 623.238.8455
Director of Music
GregRamsey@doveofthedesert.com
Choral Director: Lovita Christianson
Choirs@doveofthedesert.com
Bell Choirs Director: Brent Fike bfike2@cox.net
Children & Family Director: Jan Ramsey
SundaySchool@doveofthedesert.com
Nursery Childccare Coordinatior: Susan Duncan
susan@visualizerset.com
Dove Tales Editor: Colleen Centner
4dovetalesumc@gmail.com
Office Manager: Robin Lemkuil
DoveAdmin@doveofthedesert.com
Administrative Assistant:
MartiBetts@doveofthedesert.com
Phone: 623.572.7334, Fax: 623.572.8973
www.doveofthedesert.com
www.facebook.com/doveofthedesert
Twitter: @DoveUMC
Office Hours: Mon. -Thurs.: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Fri.: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Closed for Lunch 12-1 pm
Dove Tales is a monthly publication of Dove of the
Desert United Methodist Church. The editorial
staff reserves the right to edit all items submitted
for publication.

Dove Coffee House Join us in a revival of a Dove
tradition on the evening of January 25, at 6:00.
Warm up a cold winter night with coffee or hot
cocoa and pastries while you enjoy entertainment
from Dove’s own talented members. If you are
interested in performing, warm up your voice,
clarinet, banjo, dancing shoes, spoons, saw, or
whatever! Let Greg Ramsey (gr@gopiano.com)
know by January 12 that you want to be part of the
entertainment. This event is free; donations will be
accepted to cover the cost of refreshments.
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