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ctober came and went in a
flash, didn’t it? We celebrated
World Communion Sunday, hosted a
Ministry Fair, began discerning our
generosity for the coming year
through our Stewardship Campaign,
launched a book study on prison
reform, reflected on our past year
and looked ahead during our annual
Church Conference and welcomed
neighbors to our campus with our
first ever Trunk or Treat event (to be
fair, that’s just scratching the surface
of all we did together last month).
November will be just as full of life
and opportunities, and I hope you’ll
join us for our gatherings and
opportunities to love God, love
neighbors, and make meaningful
friendships.
In November, there are important
happenings at the Jurisdictional
Level of the United Methodist
Church. As you may be aware, our
current interim Bishop, Rev. Grant

Ministry Fair at Dove October 9th

Hagiya, will be retiring from his role
as a bishop at the end of this year.
Because of his, and two other
bishop’s current contexts, there will
be three new bishops elected to the
Western Jurisdiction of the United
Methodist Church.
From this election of bishops will
come our next Bishop, who will take
the position beginning January 1,
2023. The election of the new
bishops will occur November 2-5 in
Salt Lake City, Utah. Those who make
up the electing body are
representatives from each Western
Jurisdiction Annual Conference.
These delegates were voted into
their roles by each annual
conference’s voting body. One of the
reserve delegates for this election is
a member of Dove and will be going
to Salt Lake City to be a part of this
important moment.
The election of any bishop, let alone
three, is a significant change. New
personalities, new leadership styles,
new quirks and more all comes with
new leadership. While we probably
won’t see our Bishop very often, the
person who fills this role will have an
impact on the culture of our
Conference and in some of the
rhythms of our local congregations.
From the UMC Council of Bishop’s
website, they define their work as:

From Pastor Dave
Election of Bishops and
Other Thoughts…
“A bishop serves as a general
superintendent for the church,
assigned to a geographical area. In
the United Methodist tradition,
bishops are not “ordained” as
bishops, but are clergy elected and
consecrated to the office of
bishop. Bishops give general
oversight to the worldly and spiritual
interests of the church. Bishops also
have the responsibility to see that the
rules and regulations developed by
General Conference are carried out.
Bishops set all clergy appointments
in the annual (regional) conferences
they serve. Most bishops also serve on
a general agency board, often as the
president. The bishop is the presiding
officer at the annual conference
session and rules on points of law.”
From: https://
www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/
faq/12779291

I’m inviting you to join me in
covering this time of discernment
and election in prayer, as we look to
find those who will serve in this
position.
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Thoughts from Dave

Grace in Action Update
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I want to thank all of you for spending
time in October discerning your
generosity and giving to the church in
2023. It's obvious by looking at the news
that this is an uncertain time regarding
many people’s personal finances. The fact that you make the giving to the
church a priority in your life speaks volumes to your integrity, passion, and
love of God and neighbor.

If you are unfamiliar with the
Methodist structure above the local
church, all of what I just wrote
might sound a little overwhelming
and confusing. It was to me my first
five years in Methodism, and
sometimes it still is. So, if you have
questions about this process, I’d be
happy to chat with you about it. For
those of you who are the dyed-inthe-wool Methodists, and you know
your Methodist polity like the back
of your hand, I offer these links to
help you see further into the
process.
Here is a link to the current
episcopal candidates (that means
these are the candidates for the
three bishop positions currently
available)
https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/
episcopal-candidates/
Want to watch the Jurisdictional
conference? The conference agenda
and livestream link will be posted
here:
https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/
wjc2022-agenda/
The good news is, whether this
excites you or confuses you, Dove of
the Desert UMC will continue
forward in our work together in
this neighborhood. We will
welcome our new bishop as a new
partner in ministry as we continue
to spread God’s love and hope, and
we will look forward to what
blessings they bring to their role in
serving the church.
We have much to be thankful for!
Blessings,
Dave

I want to thank all of you who have already returned your commitment
cards, and also those bringing in commitment cards so that we can bless
them during worship on October 30. Your actions and your words match,
and we become an impactful community to those we work alongside. Thank
you for your generosity and thank you for taking bold steps in faith to bless
this church. I believe God is still working within Dove, revealing new stories
and new ways that we can grow together and grow in faith.
If you have not yet, we’d still love to get a commitment card from you/your
household. These cards help us see any anticipated changes in giving. Our
goal with commitment cards is to know with greater confidence what we can
expect to receive in giving, so that we can create a more accurate forecast for
our budget in the coming year. So, your commitment card would still help us
a great deal. If you did not receive a card, we have them in the church office.

As always, whether you turn in a commitment card or not, you are a part of
this community, you are welcomed and you are loved. In all the ways you are
generous, we are grateful. I look forward to 2023 and the many ways we will
get to witness Grace in Action together.
–Dave

Re-Entry Simulation
Sponsored by the Board of Church and Society
Saturday, January 28, 2023 10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Have you ever been denied an apartment even though you could afford it?
Do you know how to use public transportation to access government offices?
Do you know where and how to obtain a new government ID? If you have
been recently released from prison, you may have answered “Yes” to those
three questions. If you’re interested in experiencing how difficult it is to get
around the roadblocks upon release from incarceration, come and
participate in our Re-Entry Simulation. Arouet, a second-chance movement
for individuals being released from prison, will present the re-entry activity.
It will be an enlightening, fun, and sometimes frustrating morning, and you
will leave more sensitive to the “life sentence” that follows those once
incarcerated. The vast majority of people in prison will return to the general
population after their sentence is served. Do we want that return to be
successful or not? More information will follow in December and January.
There will be a registration to attend.

From the Permanent Endowment Committee
In the 2016 UMC Book of Discipline, the Permanent Endowment Committee is charged with several important tasks:
•
•

•

Emphasize the need for adults of all ages to have a will and an estate plan and provide information on the
preparation of these to the members of the congregation.
Stress the opportunities for the church members and constituents to make provisions for giving through United
Methodist churches, institutions, agencies and causes by means of wills, annuities, trust life insurance, memorials and
various types of property.
Arrange for the dissemination of information that will be helpful in preretirement planning, including such
considerations as establishing a living will, a living trust and the need for person to designate someone to serve as a
responsible advocate should independent decision-making ability be loss.

Recently Pastor Dave shared that “As humans, to talk about death is an awkward subject.” I agree, so as I approach the
subject, I ask for your grace. We for the most part do not know when we will die. So, if we want something to happen
after we die, we need to make those arrangements now, before it is too late.
The Permanent Endowment Fund Committee wants to honor its charge from the Book of Discipline. So, if you have not
made the arrangements you want to, the committee wants to help. Please contact any member of the committee to let
us know that you would like our help. We are not the experts, but we know where we can go to get the information
you may need. If we have several people respond, we may be able to hold a class so we can learn together.
The members of the committee are: Curtis Gipson, Roger Peckham, Darlena Glenn, Dianne McDaniel and Rev. David
Wasson.

Our Condolences to:

3 ...................................................... The Lunch Bunch
5 ..................................................... Church Work Day
6 ...................................................... All Saints Sunday
8 ................................................................Election Day
11 ........................ December Newsletter Deadline
11 ............................................................ Veterans Day
12 ........................................... Craft Fair & Bake Sale
16 ......................................... Day Break Social Mixer
27 ......................................... First Sunday of Advent
30 ......................................... Hanging of the Greens

•

Family and Friends of Mary Kuhlwein

•

Family and Friends of Rosemary Miller

•

Jim Gard and family on the death of his
brother-in-law in Indiana

West District Church Prayers:
In November please pray for these churches:
•

Spirit Song UMF, Peoria (Rev. Misty Howick)

•

Sunrise UMC, Phoenix (Rev. Donna Hughes)

•

Willowbrook UMC, Sun City (Rev. Gary
Kennedy, Rev. Lois Hedden, Rev. Ruth Blum)

Dove’s Prayer Ministry:
Please send all prayer requests to Rev. Dr. Tom
Davitt, doveprayerministry@gmail.com

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00–10:00 am in Room 7.
The group knits or crochets shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets, prayer squares, and other items to be given to Dove
members and others in need of comfort. For information, please call Mimi Griffiths at 602-762-6709 or email
mimig7852@gmail.com.

The Dove Quilt Group meets Fridays in Rooms 15-16 at 1:00–4:00 pm. We work on individual projects
including quilts, items for Dove’s craft fair or any project you’re working on. We have quite a bit of donated fabric
we are using for the Thrive AZ quilts. Just bring your machine and sewing supplies. You don’t need to sign up but if
you have questions contact Dianne McDaniel at dianne_mcdaniel@yahoo.com or Judy Martin at
stilljudymartin@gmail.com. We look forward to having you join us.

Camaraderie and Creativity in Crafting meets on Fridays from 12:00–2:00 pm in Rooms 15/16. Until the
craft sale November 12, we will be working on a “no-experience-necessary” project to sell. For more information
contact Barb Fike, bfike2@cox.net.

The Lunch Bunch meets for lunch on the first Thursday of each month at a local restaurant. If you’d like to join
us, contact Steve and Rita Snyder at 703-980-7673 or email ridinzfun@aol.com. It is important to RSVP each month,
so we can reserve space at the various restaurants.

The Mom Squad Bible Study meets weekly on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm in Room 10. The group is
currently studying Determined: Living Like Jesus in Every Moment (A Study of Luke) by Heather M. Dixon. You are
welcome to join no matter where you are in your motherhood journey. For more information, contact April Luyt at
214-444-5556.

The Steel Magnolias are a Thursday morning women’s Bible study. They are currently studying Is God Speaking
to Me? by Lysa Terkeurst. The Steel Magnolias meet in person, in Room 4, with a Zoom option. They begin with a
time of fellowship from 9:30-10:00 am, with the study portion starting at 10:00 am. All are welcome! If you are
interested, please call Nannette Carr at 602-621-1665.

Dove Youth Fellowship (7th-12th graders) meets weekly. See the schedule of youth events on
page 7. For more information contact Michelle Ferguson, youthdir@doveofthedesert.com.

The Little Doves Social Club is a fun group for elementary-age children. The club hosts
monthly events such as water days, movie watch parties, and game days at the church. For
more information, please contact Jen Centner at 480-818-1645.

Day Break Social Mixers This is a monthly event, with upcoming dates of
November 16 and December 14. We will have lunch and play board and card
games, 11:30 am–2:00 pm. Sign up on Sunday, November 6 and November 13.
A $5 donation is requested for lunch.

Adult Sunday School (9:30 am)
•
•
•

Bible Basics in Room 12, facilitated by Richard Borgmann
Weavers Class in Room 10, facilitated by Carolyn Moody
Conversations with God in Room 4, facilitated by Mikki Payne

Celebrate Thanksgiving Day with your Dove Family!

Whether you are on your own this Thanksgiving Day, or simply interested in
extending your Thanksgiving celebration beyond your home, Dove would like to
invite you to celebrate a day of fellowship and thanksgiving on our Dove campus,
Thursday, November 24, 12:00-5:00 pm (Thanksgiving Day). The idea is to come
together from noon to 5:00 pm and have a potluck feast and a time of games and
fellowship. If you think you might be interested, please contact Elizabeth Tesman
at tesmaninchile@yahoo.com. Dove family, let's get ready to celebrate our
blessings in fellowship with a big Thanksgiving Day. Please be thinking of those
who celebrate alone and invite them to this day of fellowship.

The AZ Broadway Theatre in Peoria is presenting the musical “A Christmas Carol” this year. We are
assembling a group to attend on Friday, December 2. The cost is $80 per person for dinner and the show. We
have limited space still available. If you have interest in joining us, or have more questions, please email Steve
Snyder ridinzfun@aol.com or text 703-980-7673. Please respond by November 15, 2022.

Church Work Days – Have you ever wanted to provide service to Dove but only have an hour or two to spare? Come
help us clean our Dove campus during our Dove Work Days every first Saturday of the month. Our next Work Day is
Saturday, November 5 from 8:00-11:00 am. Bring your families, neighbors and friends to help! The more people we
have working, the sooner we can finish the jobs. This counts as a service project for anyone who needs service hours.
Sign up genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/0c0f48a9aa2ca7fbc34-dove

Family Promise December Host Week – Our next host week is December 4-11. Signups are now available at the
following link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4daba92da46-family. We are so grateful for all our
volunteers! For one week, our congregation hosts families who are experiencing homelessness on our church campus.
We provide them with warm meals and a safe, welcoming place to sleep. If you have any questions regarding the signup
or any of the volunteer opportunities, please feel free to contact Sharon Eshelman (602-738-8310) or Elizabeth Tesman
(623-628-4636). If you have any questions regarding Family Promise, please feel free to refer to the following
link: https://familypromise.org/ Please be in prayer with us for the families we will soon be receiving at Dove!

Youth Handbell Group – Join in learning Christmas music on Handbells! A new group is forming for interested
young people aged 10 and up. We will practice on Sunday mornings from 10:30 to 11:00 am (right after Sunday School)
in rooms 15/16, beginning October 30. Contact Barb Fike at bfike2@cox.net for more information. If you're young at
heart but not in age, and you're interested in beginning handbells, feel free to come check it out as well!

Craft Fair and Bake Sale Saturday, November 12
Don’t miss Dove’s annual Craft Fair on Saturday, November 12 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm! Be sure to invite your friends
and neighbors. All proceeds will go towards establishing and supplying an arts and crafts room for the young people
who live at Thrive AZ. Come do your holiday shopping for unique craft and food items, and support a great cause at the
same time. Browse food items – bean soup, cookie mixes, breads, candy, jams and more – and handmade items,
including holiday decorations and ornaments, kitchen textiles, toys, bags, blankets and quilts, pet items, to name a few.
If you’d like to donate, sign up at the links below or contact Barb Fike at bfike2@cox.net or Roxanne Jueckstock at
roxij@hotmail.com and plan to bring your items to the church on Friday, November 11.
To sign up to bring food donations, go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4fafaa22a75-craft
To sign up for craft donations, go to https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4fafaa22a75-craft2

"For the Fallen" is a poem written by Laurence Binyon. It was first published
in The London Times in September 1914. Over time, third and fourth stanzas
of the poem (usually now just the fourth) have been claimed as a tribute to
all casualties of war, regardless of state. This section of the poem is often taken
as an ode that is often recited at Remembrance Day services. Thank you to
Roger Peckham for submitting this poem in honor of Veterans Day.

Pet Care Ministry

For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon
With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.
Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
poems/57322/for-the-fallen

Arizona’s long-awaited cooler
weather has arrived! Step outside
in the early morning hours and
experience the briskness in the air!
We look forward to more of the
same in the days to come, just in
time for the many events scheduled
to take place at Dove. This month
we feature our Pet Care Ministry.
The Dove Pet Ministry continues to
provide funds and supplies to area
animal rescues. Thank you to all
who have supported our ministry.
Sunday, October 30 we have a pet
supply collection at church. On
these fifth Sundays, we collect food
items and new or gently-used pet
supplies. Animal Rescue Friends,
a foster group for dogs and cats,
will benefit this month.
We are also in the planning stages
of our annual Blessing of the
Animals. It will be held on Sunday,
December 4 on the patio. Look for
more information at church and in
the weekly e-news.
Lastly, if you are aware of the
passing of any members’ pets,
please notify Marti in the church
office, as we like to send
condolences to the pet’s family.
Thank you for your care of our
friends in the animal world!

Lay Leader Line
During this Fall season, Pastor Dave has blessed us with
reflective and inspiring sermons. I am still thinking about
the “pickle jar” example where rocks, pebbles, and sand
were used as a metaphor to illustrate our lives. By chance,
are you? I have been reflecting on what priorities and
distractions are filling my own personal “pickle jar;” but
more importantly, how am I prioritizing the things in my
jar. If you took the recent Spiritual Gifts survey, you may
be thinking about your own jar. Hopefully you took the
opportunity to engage in the full activity by attending the
Ministry Fair as well. It was awesome to see the
committee tables that decorated the entry path with
bright and inviting information signs. I hope everyone
was able to find and investigate the matches from their
personal survey. The Ministry Fair provided a wonderful
example of all the opportunities Dove has to offer for us
to fill our jars.
It is clear, we are actively reaching out into our
community to transform lives and learn more as followers
of Christ. We have all been blessed with spiritual gifts in
some way, shape, or form in order to contribute toward
the greater good for all. Let’s take the invitation to make
new connections and build new relationships as we share
our spiritual gifts with others. I am excited to see the
blessings Dove is preparing to share with the community.
I pray that we all find where our individual gifts fit into
this earthly life journey. If you are still reflecting on your
Spiritual Gifts survey results and need someone to talk
with, I encourage you to find support in relationship with
a prayer buddy or a new friend from our Dove family. If
you still want to dig deeper into your spiritual gifts, I am
here on the other end of the line too. As we journey
together this Fall and into the Advent season, I pray we all
continue to share the blessing of Christ’s love with others
in any way that we can.

With thankfulness,
Jill Cristina-Krebs
jillllar@yahoo.com

United Methodist Church
7201 W. Beardsley Road
Glendale, AZ 85308
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