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“Increasing Love for God and Neighbor by Going Deeper, Reaching Farther, Transforming Lives”

We invite you to:

HOLY WEEK

Worship

Sunday, April 10: Palm Sunday Worship
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am in the sanctuary
Friday, April 15: Good Friday Worship
7:00 pm in the sanctuary

Saturday, April 16: Easter Egg–stravaganza
9:30 to 11:00 am (children 10 and under)
Crafts, games, prizes and an egg hunt!
Sunday, April 17: Easter Sunday Worship
Sunrise Service, 6:30 am on the lawn
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am in the sanctuary

7201 W Beardsley Rd
Glendale, AZ 85308
623.572.7334
doveofthedesert.com

Pastor Dave
Welcome to April, Dove!
Inside this newsletter, you'll find the results of the poll that we invited you to take part in this past
February (see pages 6-7). If you recall, we invited you to give us input as we look into how we add
staff to our ministry team to improve and expand the ministries that God has given us. We think that
you will see what we saw; an encouraging message of hope for the future in the results of this poll.
Based on these results, our SPRC team is in conversation with our DS and others about how we
should best proceed. We ask that you continue to pray for us as we go through this discernment
process. We are confident that God will provide the right person that will add even more to this
incredible ministry team we have here at Dove of the Desert.
I invite you to join us later this month as we enter Holy Week with Palm Sunday services on April 10,
a Good Friday service on April 15 at 7:00 pm, and Easter Sunday services on April 17 (including a
sunrise service at 6:30 am). During a portion of Holy week, we will also provide a Stations of the
Cross experience on campus. You won’t want to miss these opportunities to reunite with friends and
loved ones within our community, as we celebrate the resurrection
of the one who saves and loves, even today, Jesus of Nazareth,
son of God.
Please also consider who you might invite that would
be blessed by joining us in these worship experiences.

I’m continually grateful for your faithful walk,
and your gentle love in this community.
Blessings this month,
Pastor Dave
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Music Ministry
We have been away from rehearsals for two years for most of our choirs. The great news is that
most of our musical groups are coming back together in April.
The Celebration Singers Choir will help celebrate Palm Sunday by singing at the 8:00 and 11:00 am
worship services. Under the direction of Lovita Christianson, the Celebration Singers will be singing
a Joseph Martin and J. Paul Williams song entitled "Hosanna, Hosanna!" Also, on Palm Sunday, our
Dove Children and Youth will be marching around the Sanctuary and waving Palm Branches as
together we will sing our opening hymn, "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna!"
On Good Friday, the Celebration Singers will be singing the very moving piece entitled: "On the Via
Dolorosa, " a Latin phrase meaning Jesus' route from Pilate's judgment hall to Golgotha.
On Easter morning at the 8:00 and 11:00 am worship services, the choir will be singing the
triumphant Natalie Sleeth song, "Christ Is Risen, Indeed." This piece reflects the excitement and hope
given to us as a gift of grace by our Risen Savior! Also on Easter, our Dove Bells, under the direction
of Brent Fike, will be playing a couple of joyous pieces in worship. In addition, we are working on
another musical surprise for Easter!
Soon, our Dove's Children's and Youth Choirs will be gathering too.

Palomas Handbell concert to benefit Thrive Arizona.
7:30 pm on Friday, April 29 and Saturday, April 30
Plan to be there to immerse yourself in a musical experience celebrating irrepressible hope,
infectious love, resilient faith, and unfailing trust. Tickets can be purchased at Dove, via the Palomas
website at https://bfike2.wixsite.com/laspalomasdelnorte, or here: https://las-palomas-delnorte.ticketleap.com/promise-of-hope-concert/ . Also follow the link on the website to learn more
about Thrive. 100% of ticket sales will go to help them in their service to families broken by
poverty and young adults aging out of the foster care system.
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You know you can purchase Scrip® gift cards in the narthex on Sunday, or in the church office during the week. But did
you know you can purchase cards with the Raise Right app, whenever you think of it, or wherever you are?
All your purchases benefit Dove of the Desert UMC; what an easy way to support your church!
Questions? Contact Rebecca in the office: DoveAdmin@doveofthedesert.com or 623.572.7334.

4

Fellowship Opportunities
Little Doves Social Club
Do you have kids elementary aged or
younger? We will be painting rocks on
Saturday, April 9 from 3:00-4:30 pm.
Please wear clothes you
don’t mind getting a little
paint on or bring an apron.
Questions? Please contact
Jen Centner at 480-8181645 or Patrick Centner
at 602-214-7836.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
meets the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month
from 9:00 to 10:00 am in
Room 7. The group knits or
crochets shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets,
prayer squares, and other items to be given to
Dove members and others in need of comfort.
For information, please call Mimi Griffiths at
602.762.6709 or at mimig7852@gmail.com.
New people welcome! Please join us.

Lunch Bunch - Starting Back Up!

Online (Zoom) Group

We are very happy to resume meeting on
the first Thursday of each month at noon
for Lunch Bunch, to eat and socialize at a
prearranged restaurant.

Steel Magnolias is a Thursday morning
women’s Bible Study that meets weekly on
Zoom. We have a time of fellowship from 9:30–
10:00 am, then the study begins at 10:00 am.
Currently, we are studying “1 & 2 Timothy and
Titus” by Max Lucado.

Lunch Bunch has been a very successful
social outlet at our church, organized and
run by Randy and Nancy Panzer until social
activities were stopped due to Covid. As we
are recovering, many of us feel that we would
like to start getting together again, renewing
and making friendships.
After many years of dedication to this
ministry, Randy has decided he would like
someone else to take on the responsibilities
for this and we volunteered.
Here is the contact information for anyone
who would also like to start getting together.
The email address is ridinzfun@aol.com and
my phone is (703) 980-7673 (if no answer,
please leave a message). Anyone with any
questions, or if you would like to join us
please call or email. We want to give
restaurants the best estimate I can of how
many of us to expect.

If you are interested, please call Nannette Carr
at (602) 621-1665 for instructions on how to
join the group and be added to the Zoom
link. Join us as we dive into timely, relevant,
scripture-based book studies.

Other Fellowship Opportunities
Many other opportunities exist for fellowship
at Dove, including Adult Sunday School classes,
Bible Studies, and Dove’s musical groups such
as the Celebration Singers, Folk Group, and the
Bell Choir, plus many more. Please check the
calendar found on the Dove website,
www.doveofthedesert.com.

—Steve & Rita Snyder
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Dove Member Survey
In February, we invited the Dove of the Desert Community to add their voice to a conversation about
how we best add a new team member to our staff that will help us further our work in the community.
We thank the 167 participants in this survey. Using this information from the survey in collaboration
with our SPRC and our Conference leadership, we are currently designing our next steps to finding the
right person to join our team in ministry. We ask that you continue in prayer as we move forward in
this process. Here are the results of the poll:
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Lay Leader Line
Greetings Dove Family,
As the world lifts prayers and meditations for the people of
Ukraine and for all of Europe, let us remember that the mission of
the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
through the transformation of the world. From the safety of our
homes and our church, let us keep a vigil in our hearts for our UMC churches and missions in eastern
Europe, especially for Bishop Eduard Khegay, the bishop for both Russia and Ukraine UMC churches.
My heart aches to even wonder what will have progressed in this war by the time you are scrolling
through the Dove Tales newsletter.

Dove is a busy congregation, and we continuously reach out to those in need, all across the globe.
Within days, Dove’s Missions Committee activated a donation to send to UMCOR towards the relief
efforts underway in many UMC churches in Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Poland and Bulgaria. You
can read more about what UMCOR is doing in this article, United Methodist in and near Ukraine
help refugees at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/united-methodists-in-and-near-ukraine-helprefugees?mkt_tok=MDc4LUpYUS02NDMAAAGDBV60YV8R5QKMs7_7hmqFVIyFXRLoEGUl042pebWnuq2FNvZr0FLsjUNTd0nKYtgQWnSQSEscOAlLOZt36RqBXLzbSjzdEphdmK0wkDtJYlwG0
Like many people, I spend time daily thinking and processing what is happening in our world. With
my own young adults as well as youth that I work with, I needed some guidance on how to talk
about and respond to relevant questions that I am faced with. Recently I listened to the Youth
Worker Collective Podcast Episode: 88 War-Peace. Although this podcast primarily targets those
working in youth ministry, I found it supportive for anyone who has young adults and youth in their
life right now and even for those of us who need suggestions on how to engage in challenging
conversations. In this podcast, they review the UMC Social Principles statement on War and Peace
and if you are familiar with Parker Palmer you will
April 2022 Church Calendar
appreciate the suggestions from his teachings. You
can find the 24 minute recording at: https://
2 ............................................... Food Truck Night
www.umcyoungpeople.org/podcasts/youth-workercollective-episode-88-war-peace
2 ............................................... Church Work Day
3 ......................................... Communion Sunday
I am here to listen to your thoughts and ideas,
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Worship)
whether it be email, text or phone call, there is a
3-10 ............................................. Family Promise
line to reach me. If you get the chance to listen to
8 ......................................... Dove Tales Deadline
this podcast, feel free to share your thoughts or
10 ..................................................... Palm Sunday
find someone to have meaningful discussion with.
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Worship)
Pray together, remembering God’s steadfast love
and that His love will be triumphant.
14 ........................................... Maundy Thursday
15 ................ Good Friday (7:00 pm Worship)
16 ......................... Children’s Egg-stravaganza
With Love & Peace,
17 ................................................... Easter Sunday
Jill Cristina-Krebs
(6:30, 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Worship)
jillllar@yahoo.com
24 .......................................1st Sunday of Easter
602.421.3860
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Worship)
29-30...................................... Handbell Concert
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Care Ministry
Spring has sprung, and it’s time to clean house! If any of you have collected an assortment of old
vases cluttering up your closets, Care Ministry’s Flowers to the Homebound Ministry will be happy to
reuse them. We utilize medium-size vases (no bud vases or very large vases). Each arrangement of
altar flowers makes up three vases of flowers, which are delivered to our homebound members on a
rotating basis. Just leave them in the kitchen at Dove with Doreen’s name on them and call or email to
let her know they are there at (602) 859-0136 or doreenborgmann@cox.net.
The Care Ministry would like to thank everyone who has continued to support our Pet Ministry. You
can also see thank you letters on the bulletin board in the hallway from some of the organizations we
support. In 2020, we collected $1,285 in funds to share among four groups: Arizona Humane Society,
Animal Rescue Friends (ARF), Animals Benefit Club (ABC), and Sun Valley Animal Shelter. In 2021, we
collected $1,418. In addition to cash donations, we also collect pet supplies on the fifth Sundays of the
month. In February, we collected 123 pounds of dog food and 20 pounds of cat food. Also, we collected
various toys, brushes, leashes, and other items to help with the animals. Our recipient, ARF, was very
grateful. Please continue to support us. Our next date for in church collection is May 29. Funds can be
donated anytime, either in the collection basket or online.
Thank you so much for remembering this important work.
—Dove’s Pet Ministry

Children’s Easter Egg-stravaganza
Saturday, April 16, 2022
9:30 - 11:00 AM
Bring your Easter basket to collect eggs! The Easter Bunny will be here, along
with games and fun activities for children 5th grade and younger.
If you can volunteer, please contact Jan Ramsey* at 602-705-1315.

*Anyone can help by picking up the plastic eggs from the narthex to fill
with individually wrapped candy. NO CHOCOLATE (it melts)!
Please return eggs by Sunday, April 10. Thank you for your generosity!
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The Board of Church and Society
Gun Violence
Every night on the news we hear about people dying or seriously injured because of gun violence.
It is so common that it doesn’t even register with us any longer. We’ve seen school shootings and
workplace shootings and we offer “thoughts and prayers”, and no action. We hear the leading cause of
death for American children and teens is firearms. We cry and offer our “thoughts and prayers,” and
no real action.
The US gun homicide rate is 26 times that of other high-income countries. How did other countries
address this issue? With a rate of 15.6 deaths per 100,000 people, Arizona has the 19th-highest rate
of gun deaths in the United States. Where is the action from our local leaders on gun violence?
Ending gun violence will only happen when Americans meet together and find common ground on
responsible gun ownership. Then we can offer our “thoughts and prayers” and also our action.
Contact your elected officials in AZ and in Congress and tell them we need common sense gun laws.
We need action.
—Board of Church and Society
Dove Youth and Friends! We have many
wonderful events scheduled this month:

Youth Ministry

Saturday, April 2—Afternoon at the Movies
Approximate start time 2:00 pm; we’ll either be going to the Harkins Arrowhead Fountains or the
AMC Arrowhead 14. Details coming as we get closer…
Saturday, April 9—11:30 am—1:00 pm Pizza and Fun
We’ll play Frisbee Baseball at the church and have a devotional.
Saturday, April 16— Work at St. Mary’s Food Bank, 8:00—10:00 am
Please meet at the Food Bank, located at 2831 N. 31st Avenue in Phoenix. If you have worked there in
the past, no waiver is needed. If you are new to the food bank, please contact Greg Ramsey to obtain a
waiver form.
Sunday, April 17—No Youth Group (Easter Sunday)
Sunday, April 24—Castles ‘n Coasters, 1:00—5:00 pm
This event will run from 1:00–5:00 pm. Please meet at Castles ‘n Coasters at 9445 N Metro Parkway
East, Phoenix AZ 85051. The total cost is $42. If partial funding is needed, please feel free to let Greg
Ramsey know at your convenience. This will include $10 credit toward arcade games, a round of
miniature golf, and unlimited rides. (Scholarship money is available for those in need of some
assistance.)
Peace and Grace!
Greg Ramsey, Director of Youth and Music
gr@gopiano.com 623-203-0250
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Prayer Line
Please send prayer requests to:
Rev. Jean Newell
CarePastor@doveofthedesert.com
480.734.3964

Missions
Fifth Sunday (next one May 29)
Fill the Shelves Food Drive for
AZ Hope for the Hungry Food Bank
and Pet Food & Supply Drive

Ongoing Collection
Justa Center Donations
UMOM Donations

Special Prayers
Condolences:
Please pray for Fred and Sandy Kriess and
family on the death of Sandy’s father, Ron
McPherson.

Appreciation:
Thank you to my Dove Family for the cards, the
calls, the good food and especially the prayers,
a great big thank you! –Melba Will

Dove of the Desert UMC
7201 W. Beardsley Road
Glendale, AZ 85308

Rev. David Wasson, Sr Pastor
SrPastor@doveofthedesert.com
Rev. Jean Newell
Minister of Pastoral Care and Visitation
CarePastor@doveofthedesert.com or 480.734.3964
Director of Music: gr@gopiano.com
Choral Director: Lovita Christianson
Choirs@doveofthedesert.com
Bell Choirs Director: Brent Fike bfike2@cox.net

Church Prayers:
Each year, we pray for all the churches in the
West District. In April, please pray for these
churches:
•
•
•

First UMC, Glendale (Rev. Tom Jelinek)
First UMC, Phoenix (Rev. Denny Silk,
Rev. Todd Rogers)
First UMC, Sun City (Rev. Louie Lyon)

Youth Director: gr@gopiano.com
Children & Family Director: Jan Ramsey
jcramseydove@gmail.com
Dove Tales Editor: Colleen Centner
4dovetalesumc@gmail.com
Office Manager: Rebecca Curless
DoveAdmin@doveofthedesert.com
Administrative Assistant:
MartiBetts@doveofthedesert.com
Phone: 623.572.7334, Fax: 623.572.8973
www.doveofthedesert.com
www.facebook.com/doveofthedesert
Twitter: @DoveUMC
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:00 am–3:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Dove Tales is a monthly publication of
Dove of the Desert United Methodist Church.
The editorial staff reserves the right to edit all
items submitted for publication.
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United Methodist Church
7201 W. Beardsley Road
Glendale, AZ 85308
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Sending April Blessings to:
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