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Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not
labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all
his splendor was dressed like one of these.
–Luke 12:27
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Pastor Dave
Friends, it has been a full Spring at Dove!
We’ve navigated the season of Lent together, journeyed through Holy Week and celebrated the
resurrection of Jesus. We’ve partnered with organizations like St. Mary’s Food Banks, Family
Promise, Habitat for Humanity, and Thrive AZ to strengthen our community around us through
outreach and service efforts. We’ve hosted Food Truck Nights, beneϐit concerts and even a birthday
party for everyone! Add to that welcoming back our choir and and two new baptisms, and you
might say we are experiencing an abundance of blessings right now.
Looking ahead, there’s not really any sign of slowing down either. Conϐirmation Sunday will be on
May 1, and we will welcome many students into the life of the church as committed members on
that day. Many in our congregation will be focused on their participation in the upcoming Annual
Conference in June. We are in the preparation stages for our ϐirst in-person VBS since 2019, and we
are getting ready for new summer study groups and service opportunities.
All of this has been possible for a couple of reasons. First, it’s a clear testimony that this church is
serious about its relationship with God and with its community. If you didn’t jointly have the heart
to reach out and start new ministries, I can assure you they wouldn’t get very far off the ground. But
it has been you, together as a collective of intentional disciples, who have been faithful to take on
the opportunities presented to you, and the results of that are unmistakable.
I believe the second reason we see this continuing growth of ministry at Dove is because of your
ϐinancial investment. You could choose to give to any number of worthy causes and organizations,
and many of you already do! What’s special, though, is that so many of you have taken God’s
invitation to participate in generosity, and you have made it a priority to give to the Church, because
you believe in the work we are doing. You have seen the good work of the ministries we have in
place now, and you anticipate that God will build new paths for new ministries in the future. I hope
you have seen how a generous church can really begin to glow, because that it what I am starting to
see at Dove. Excitement incites further excitement and, Generosity incites generosity, and in all of
this, God is blessed.
If you haven’t started giving to Dove regularly, I do invite you to consider it. Your partnership in this
way is crucial to our continued growth and stability in an increasingly unstable world. We want
Dove to be a place where all people can feel safe. We want Dove to be a place people are recharged,
refocused, and recentered with God. With your help, we have done so much already. With your
continued faithfulness, who knows what else God has in store for us?
Blessings,
Pastor Dave
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Holy Land—Oberammergau
It’s not too late! You can still go to the Holy Land and to the Passion Play in Oberammergau this
summer. The deadline for registering is May 25, 2022. Walk on the road that Jesus and his disciples
traveled from Nazareth to Capernaum. Renew your baptismal vows in the same river where Jesus
was baptized. Walk through the streets of Jerusalem where he went on trial and walked to the
cross. Visiting the Holy Land is a wonderful spiritual experience.
After experiencing the Holy Land, the group will travel to Germany to see the passion story brought
to life in the Passion Play of Oberammergau. Rev. Dr. George and Rev. Nancy Cushman are leading
this 13 day spiritual journey, leaving on August 25 and returning on September 6, 2022. The cost of
the trip, $5,896, includes all airfare from Phoenix to Israel and then to Germany, hotels, buses,
guided site seeing, entrance fees, breakfast & most dinners.
Find out more online at http://www.gohumani.com/group-travel.html where you can download a
brochure and register to go on the trip. There are also brochures with all the details at the Welcome
Center in the church narthex. Please contact George (georgecushman@dscumc.net) or Nancy
Cushman (nancycushman@dscumc.net) if you have any questions.

Care Ministry
Calling all Crocheters and Knitters!!! The Prayer Shawl Ministry numbers have dwindled to a
precious few over the Covid quarantine. We are now open and active and looking for new members
to help with this most important ministry – providing shawls and lap blankets to elderly shut-ins and
nursing home residents and baby blankets to Frances Crittenton Home and for baptisms. We meet
on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 9:00 am in the Parlor (Room 7) at Dove
of the Desert. Won’t you consider checking us out on Tuesday, May 10 and/or Tuesday, May 24?
If you have any questions, please call Mimi Grifϐiths at (602) 762-6709 or email:
mimig7852@gmail.com.
The Care Ministry Team will have our ϐirst live meeting since the onset of the Covid quarantine on
May 9 at 6:30 pm in Room 12 in Building B. We are excited about seeing the entire team together
again, and hearing you share about your ministries. Sandwiches will be served. Just a reminder that
the Care Ministry does recycle ϐlorist’s vases for our Flowers to the Homebound ministry. We use
the medium size vases, not bud vases or very large vases. There is a box in Dove’s kitchen marked
“Care Ministry” where you can leave any vases you would like to recycle.
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Children’s Ministry
An Eggstravaganza BIG
thank you to everyone that
helped to make the Easter
Event for children a huge
success at Dove.
Children & Family Council

Thank you!
We had a very fun time
making our prayer
beads! Creativity was
amazing as individuals
were able to choose the
colors and beads they
desired.
The fellowship was
wonderful as well.

Come and meet Beacon!
Get ready for a very exciting
week of fun, June 13 – 17.
Ages 4 years thru 4th grade.
Registration begins May 1.
Mark your calendars and enjoy
our many volunteer
opportunities!
Jan Ramsey
602-705-1315
jcramseydove@gmail.com

There were thirty-ϐive
children, youth and
adults that were able
to participate.
We look forward to
offering the class again
in the fall.
Blessings to you all!
—Debi and Jan

Board of Church & Society
According to the International Panel on Climate Change report for 2022, climate change is now an
existential and moral problem that urgently needs to be addressed.
To highlight how bad this really can be, please consider the following article and video at
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth_2100
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MDqRpM72Odg.
If the above convinces you of the urgency of the problem please tell your governmental representatives, from the president down to those for the state senate and house, that you are voting only for
candidates (Republican or Democrat) who consider this problem to be urgent and who have the
courage to act now. This is for our children, grandchildren, all future generations, and all life.
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Fellowship Opportunities

Questions? Please contact Jen Centner at
480-818-1645 or Patrick Centner at
602-214-7836.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
meets the 2nd and 4th
Tuesday of each month
from 9:00 to 10:00 am in
Room 7. The group knits or
crochets shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets,
prayer squares, and other items to be given to
Dove members and others in need of comfort.
For information, please call Mimi Grifϐiths at
602.762.6709 or mimig7852@gmail.com.
New people welcome! Please join us.

Other Fellowship Opportunities

Online (Zoom) Group

Many other opportunities exist for fellowship
at Dove, including Adult Sunday School
classes, Bible Studies, and Dove’s musical
groups such as the Celebration Singers, Folk
Group, and the Bell Choir, plus many
more. Please check the calendar found on
the Dove website, doveofthedesert.com.

Steel Magnolias is a Thursday morning
women’s Bible Study that meets weekly on
Zoom. We have a time of fellowship from 9:30–
10:00 am, then the study begins at 10:00 am.

Little Doves Social Club
Do you have kids elementary
aged or younger? Come join
us! We will be out on the lawn
for water fun on Saturday,
May 14, 10:00 -11:30 am!

If you are interested, please call Nannette Carr
at (602) 621-1665 for instructions on how to
join the group and be added to the Zoom
link. Join us as we dive into timely, relevant,
scripture-based book studies.

May 2022 Church Calendar

Lunch Bunch
The new Lunch Bunch is off to a great start!
We had about 20 people join us at our relaunch in April! We meet the ϐirst Thursday
of every month at a local restaurant; our next
Lunch Bunch is Thursday, May 5. If you’d
like to join in, contact Steve and Rita Snyder
at ridinzfun@aol.com or (703) 980-7673
(leave a message if no answer) to RSVP. It is
important to RSVP, so we can reserve our
space at the various restaurants.

1 ..........................................Communion Sunday
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Worship)
7 ............................................... Church Work Day
8 .................................................. Sunday Worship
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am)
8 ........................................................ Mother’s Day
13 ........................................Dove Tales Deadline
15 ................................................ Sunday Worship
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am)
22 ................................................ Sunday Worship
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am)
29 ................................................ Sunday Worship
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am)
29………………....Food Bank/Pet Supply Drive
30 .....................................................Memorial Day
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Youth Ministry
Calling all Dove Youth and Friends!
We are excited to have many wonderful events scheduled for the month of May. Here they are:
Sunday, May 1, 2022
12:15–12:45 pm Youth Choir Practice
12:45–1:45 pm Youth Group-Pizza, Games, & Fun in the Youth Room (Room 21) & Devotional
Sunday, May 8, 2022
No Youth Fellowship—Mother’s Day
Saturday, May 14, 2022 8:00 – 10:00 am
Work at the St. Mary’s Food Bank. Please meet at the Food Bank located at 2831 N. 31st Avenue,
Phoenix, 85009. If you have worked there in the past no waiver is needed. If you are new to the food
bank, please contact Greg Ramsey to obtain a waiver form. Please meet at the Food Bank.
Sunday, May 15, 2022
12:15 –12:45 pm Youth Choir Practice
12:45 –1:45 pm Pizza and Youth Group (Study for Finals at Dove)
Sunday, May 22, 2022
12:15–12:45 pm Youth Choir Practice
12:45–2:30 pm Lunch at IHOP. IHOP is located at 8359 W. Bell Road. Please bring money for your
lunch. We will carpool to IHOP from the church. Parents, please pick up your youth from IHOP at
2:30 pm.
Important Date: Saturday, June 18, 2022
The youth will be going to Feed My Starving Children in Mesa. The site is located at 1345 S. Alma
School Rd., Mesa, AZ 85210. We’ll meet at Dove at 12:45 pm and carpool to their Mesa location by
1:00 pm. We’ll work from 2:00 pm–3:45 pm. Following work, we will go to Organ Stop Pizza and
enjoy Pizza and Music. Please bring $7 for Pizza. Organ Stop is located at 1149 E. Southern Ave.,
Mesa AZ 85204. We will return to the church by 6:30 pm.
Peace and Grace!
Greg Ramsey, Director of Youth and Music, gr@gopiano.com 623-203-0250

Graduate Recognition: We will be celebrating our graduates on Sunday, June 12.
If you are graduating from high school, please email the ofϐice with your picture, the
school from which you are graduating, and future plans (including higher education).
If you are graduating from higher education, please send a picture and the type of
degree you received. If you are going into the armed forces, please send a picture and
the branch of the military you will be joining.
Please send your information to DoveAdmin@doveofthedesert.com no later than Sunday,
June 5. Thank you!
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With the ϐirst quarter of the year now behind us,
we are pleased to report Dove's year-to-date
income exceeds expenses by $19,340. Total income
through March was $160,884 vs. expenses of
$141,541.

Appreciation:
Many thanks go to Dennis Albert for helping
repair the roof ϐlashing on Building A, and
for helping install two additional projectors
and wiring in the Sanctuary. These two
things could not have happened if it wasn’t
for his help.
The Trustees would also like to thank all
who attended the Work Day on April 2.
Jennifer Bethke
Tatum Bethke
Keith Burtt
Luke Curless
Rebecca Curless
Ron Eshelman

Ann Garwood
Gary Janas
Ron Leisey
Mary Patterson
Don Trotter

Church Prayers:
Each year, we pray for all the churches in the
West District. In May, please pray for these
churches:


First UMC, Yuma (Pastor Mike Wilkerson)



Fort Yuma UMC (Pastor Bob Klein)



Gila Mountain UMC, Yuma
(Rev. David Harris)

Finance

The positive trend through March continues to be driven by the sustained and faithful giving of the
Dove community and the timing of certain expenses as they occur throughout the year. Your
continued commitment to faithful giving has been a tremendous blessing to facilitate the plans that
God has in store for Dove as we look to furthering new and existing ministries.
In addition to generous gifts to our operating funds, faithful giving also continues for special
offerings to UMCOR as well as gifts designated for other uses/needs of the church ranging from the
Endowment Fund, altar ϐlowers, pet ministries, building funds, and more. Thank you for being such a
generous community of faith through all of the ways you support Dove's ongoing needs, ministry,
and missions.
Just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your
love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. (2 Corinthians 8:7)
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