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“We shall not cease from exploration. And
the end of all our exploring will be to arrive
where we started, and know the place for
the first time.” –T. S. Eliot

Thoughts from Pastor Dave

I’m a nature documentary geek. I could
spend hours immersed in any program put
on by David Attenborough or NOVA. I love it
all, wildlife to space documentaries. But
there is one dramatic nature scene that
rivets me that I often return to, of an active
volcano in Hawaii spewing hot magma into
the ocean. (see the clip: https://
youtu.be/03RYXsoo7Gw ). To see the power
of this volcano is to actually witness new
land being made. It’s amazing!
If I had a “bucket list,” seeing that new land
in-person would be on it.
I think about that image of “new land
ahead” when I consider that we are to be
the Church in this season. God is continually
creating a new thing, and is continually calling us into a good future, full of risks and opportunities.
Dove of the Desert staff and ministry teams have been meeting and scheming, and are setting our sights on some great
fall programming for our life together. It is like a new land as we learn to be a new community (after the eruption of
the pandemic), and as we learn to better embody the ways of Jesus in a culture divided and in need of restorative hope.
Have you noticed the strong additions who have joined our staff? Mark Amsden our New Choir Director, and Hannah
Abraham, our new Children’s Choir Coordinator, are two people of faith who love our community and the work they
are called to. I think you will see wonderful things from these two new staff members as they develop and launch into
their roles this fall.
(Continued on page 2)
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We also had 20 new members join our community of faith! New land is emerging all around us!
So, stay tuned for spiritual growth opportunities coming in the Fall. Look for experiences and conversations, meal
gatherings and hands-on local service projects (I am especially excited for a new initiative from our Children’s
Ministry to invite more of our neighbors to get to know them with a Trunk or Treat Event on October 29th). We
will continue to be a “hybrid” church when it comes to offering classes, groups, and worship online as well as
meeting in-person. The pandemic has awakened us to the need to cast a wider net and so engage a wider audience
virtually. Who knew that Zoom and YouTube would be a means for God to teach and draw us together!
This month, I hope you’ll join every week for the September worship series “Re:Boot”. We’ll be looking at how the
apostle Paul outlines some of the most practical transformations that occur in the life of a disciple, ranging from
reconciliation, to finding peace. We will use the letters of Philemon and 1 Timothy to guide our reflections.
So, here’s my big, fancy invitation to you: Let’s walk together into this new season, onto this “new land” of being
Christ’s hopeful people, especially in these divisive times. The Church is needed now to speak and act for justice
and mercy in our world.
I’ll end with some of Paul’s words to the Church in Ephesians as I serve with you, walking this new land: “But
speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into Christ who is the head, from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the
body’s growth in building itself up in love.”
I’m hopeful for all that is ahead. I hope you are too.
Blessings,
Dave

Special Prayers
Condolences:
•

Family and friends of Judi Kiefer

•

Kathi Upham and family on the death of her
father

Church Prayers:
In September, please pray for these churches:
•

Trinity UMC, Phoenix (Rev. Bob Holliday)

•

Trinity UMC, Yuma (Pastor Bob Klein,
Rev. Katie Fuchs)

•

Sedona UMC (Rev. Fred Mast)

Birth of a Ministry

H

ow is a new ministry born? How does God inspire people to put their faith into action? About a
year ago, a class formed to study “What Every Church Member Should Know about Poverty.” The
group decided that action needed to follow study, so a small group began to pray for guidance. “Lord,
what do you want to do through us?” The group felt called to serve young adults aging out of foster care.
We looked at different ways we could help these young people and potential partners who were already
doing good work. Two of the group heard about Thrive AZ from different sources. They took a tour,
listened and decided this was where God was calling Dove to begin a new ministry.
What is the fruit of this partnership? A number of you came to meet the founders and a resident of
Thrive AZ in May. Thank you to those who came and have been moved to engage in this new ministry.
Hope House
Hope House is providing a loving home for women that have aged out of foster care
and are pregnant or new mothers. In conjunction with the Palomas Bell Choir, over
$8,600 was raised to furnish two and a half rooms in Hope House. Three young
women moved in to Hope House in July and more will be joining them soon. These
young women have a safe home and support as they begin motherhood because people
asked “Lord, what do you want to do through us?” This ministry will affect generations
of people.

Moving into Hope House

Tours
Several Dove members signed up to receive additional information and a
tour of the facility. Please join us during one of the following times to tour
the Thrive campus and learn about ways we can be in ministry:
September 15 at 10:30–11:30 am, or September 20 from 6:00–7:00 pm.
The address is 14202 N 73rd Ave, Peoria AZ 85381.
A room in Hope House
Opportunities
There are many volunteer opportunities to work directly with aged-out foster care young
people. Several Dove members have completed training and background checks and are working
directly with Thrive residents. Others are participating through the Prayer Quilts, baby blankets and
providing donations of things like furniture and school supplies.

If you have a story to share about your volunteering at Thrive AZ, please contact one
of the co-leaders of this new ministry, Jen Midkiff, Mikki Payne, or Nancy Cushman.
We want to hear how God is touching people through you!

Thrive children getting
school supplies

This is the fruit of less than a year of this new ministry! Watch for additional
information and opportunities to serve on the new Thrive AZ bulletin board in the
hallway! Thrive is part of our neighborhood and Dove is offering the love of Christ to
these neighbors. Thank you for your generous support!

Shepherds

D

o you remember what it was like when you first started coming to Dove and you didn’t really know anyone,
where things were or what programs were available? You can help make new people feel more comfortable
through our Shepherd program. As a Shepherd, you can help new members feel welcome, introduce them to
others, help them with the campus surroundings and share the many opportunities Dove has to offer. This will
take minimal time on your part. If you are interested in becoming a Shepherd, please contact Mike Przybylka
at mdprzybylka@cox.net or 623-680-3596.

Compassionate Leadership

D

o you enjoy having opportunities to grow as a
leader and to learn from other leaders? Do you find
it enriching to share leadership ideas, concepts, and
inspiration with others? Opportunities are available to
anyone in the Desert Southwest Conference interested in
learning through a focused discussion of mixed media
leadership resources, such as books, videos, podcasts,
webinars, etc. Leadership is explored from various
perspectives, including resources that look at leadership
from more than one cultural lens.
On September 12, “Compassionate Leadership” will be
presented by Rev. George Cushman and is based on
comments by Albert Outler (Evangelism in the Wesleyan Spirit) and Luke 6:36. The book is available at Amazon.
The reasons he chose this topic were twofold. In Luke 6:36, Jesus tells us to, “ Be compassionate, just as your Father
is compassionate.” The second reason was a thought by Albert Outler in his book, Evangelism in the Wesleyan
Spirit. Outler states that if John Wesley had died before his thirty-sixth birthday, his name would not have rated a
footnote in history. Yet, just ten years later, Wesley becomes the head of the most effective mass movement in
eighteenth century England. The question is, “What happened or what changed to make this possible?” Outler says
it was, “Wesley’s conversion from passion to compassion as his dominant emotion, his change from a harsh zealot of
God’s judgment to a winsome witness to God’s grace, from a censorious critic to an effective pastor, from arrogance
to humility.”
What is it about God’s compassionate responses to creation that Jesus tells us to practice it in our relationships? And
what enabled compassion to transform Wesley’s leadership and ministry into this movement we now call The
United Methodist Church?
Register at: https://dscumc.org/leadership-talk-september-2022/

Craft Sale!
Calling all craft makers and craft lovers! Be sure
you have Dove’s annual craft sale (November 12)
on your fall to-do list. Watch for announcements in
the e-news and bulletins for a link to sign up to
donate, and plan to bring your friends to shop on
that Saturday.
Join us for CCC! Camaraderie and Creativity in
Crafting! Friday afternoons from 1:00 to 3:00 in
rooms 15/16, starting September 9. Until the craft
sale in November, we will be working on a noexperience-necessary project each week to sell.
Contact Barb Fike at bfike2@cox.net.

September 2022
Church Calendar
1 ............................................... Lunch Bunch
2 ...................................... Memorial Service
3 ..................................... Church Work Day
4 ............................... Communion Sunday
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Worship)
4-11 ................................... Family Promise
9 ............................... Dove Tales Deadline
10 ....................... Little Doves Social Club
11,18,25 ......................... Sunday Worship
(8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Worship)
14 .................................. Day Breaker Mixer
21 ........... New Mom Squad Bible Study

Fellowship Opportunities
The Lunch Bunch meets the first Thursday

Steel Magnolias is a Thursday morning

of each month at a local restaurant. If you’d like
to join in, contact Steve and Rita Snyder at
ridinzfun@aol.com or (703) 980-7673 to RSVP.
It is important to RSVP, so we can reserve our
space at the various restaurants.

women’s Bible study. They are studying “Living a
Chocolate Life” by Deb Burma.

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the 2nd and
4th Tuesday of each month from 9:00 to 10:00
am in Room 7. The group knits or crochets
shawls, baby blankets, lap blankets, prayer
squares, and other items to be given to Dove
members and others in need of comfort. For
information, please call Mimi Griffiths at
602.762.6709 or email mimig7852@gmail.com.

The AZ Broadway Theatre in Peoria
will be presenting the musical “A Christmas
Carol” this year. We’ve gone as a group to attend
shows before, and we would really like to get a
group together on Friday, December 2. The cost
is $80 per person for dinner and the show. You
would need to pay in advance so we can make a
reservation. If you have interest in joining us, or
have more questions, please email Steve Snyder
ridinzfun@aol.com or text 703-980-7673.
We’d love to get a large group to attend!

"What does it mean to live
the chocolate life? It means
experiencing everything from
dark and lumpy to light and
smooth. Whatever the shape,
flavor, or the texture of your
days, you can live in the rich and
endless supply of the grace that
is ours because of Jesus."
The eight chocolate-inspired lessons in this study
focus on different aspects of life as a Christian
woman, reminding you that you are wrapped in
God's love. Steel Magnolias meet in person, in
Room 12, with a Zoom option. They begin with a
time of fellowship from 9:30-10 am, with the
study beginning at 10:00 am. All are welcome! If
you are interested, please call Nannette Carr at
(602) 621-1665.

The Mom Squad
The new Mom Squad Bible Study will meet
weekly on Wednesday evenings at
6:30 pm beginning September 21
in Room 12. The group will begin
with the 6-week DVD study
“Determined: Living Like Jesus in
Every Moment (A Study of Luke)”
by Heather M. Dixon.
You are welcome to join no matter where you are
in your motherhood journey. For more
information, contact April Luyt at 214-444-5556.
Signup genius link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0E4AAAAA23A1F9C07-determined

Adult Sunday School (9:30 am)
Bible Basics in Room 12
Weavers Class in Room 10

Care Ministry
As September begins, our Care Ministry volunteers are working hard at their chosen ministries. We continue to
transport those in need to medical appointments and church services. We administer communion to our
homebound members and bring them rays of sunshine in the form of flowers and cards. We stand ready to deliver
meals. We keep the chain of communication open with our prayer ministry. We provide beautiful shawls, lap and
baby blankets to residents in care homes. We collect pet supplies for no-kill animal shelters. All these efforts are
being performed by a very few volunteers. How can you help? It doesn’t require a special skill or a large amount of
time. Below are some suggestions:
•
•
•

Anita Burnett is hard at work preparing for the Walk to End Alzheimer’s on October 15. If you are a walker,
think about signing up for this important mission.
We need people who are willing to provide rides occasionally to medical appointments or rides to church for
Sunday services.
We need people who are willing to prepare a meal occasionally for sick or injured members or those just home
from the hospital.

These are just few examples of how you can help. If lots of people do just a little bit occasionally, then it lightens
the load for the few regular volunteers; and the rewards are immeasurable. Call Doreen Borgmann to see how you
might be of service (602) 859-0136.

Music Ministry
All of our Dove Music Groups have begun for the 2022-2023 school year. We would love to have you be part of our
music program! Below is a list of groups by the day of the week they rehearse.
Sundays
• Dove Children’s Choir. This choir practices in Building F at 9:30 am.
• The Halos Youth Choir will be practicing each Sunday from 12:30–1:30 pm in the Sanctuary. This year the choir
will be led by Greg Ramsey and Hannah Abraham. No experience is necessary. Both musical and technical
opportunities are available. The Halos Youth Choir is for youth grades 7–12.
Mondays
• The Dove Bells*, our Hand bell Choir, meets in Rooms 15/16 at 6:15 pm under the direction of Brent Fike.
• The Folk Group rehearses at 7:00 pm off campus under the direction of Grant and Karen Freeland.
Wednesdays
The Celebration Singers will be coming together again for another season. This group of adult singers will
rehearse from 6:30 – 8:00 pm in the Sanctuary. This choir shares music at the 11:00 am services on Sundays.
Mark Amsden is the new director of this choir.
Saturdays
Our Praise Team rehearses in the in Sanctuary on Saturday mornings, and anchors our Sunday 9:30 am
worship service. Kate Smith is the director of the praise team.
For information, please contact Greg Ramsey, Dove’s Director of Music, at 623-203-0250, or gr@gopiano.com.
*The Dove Bells are gearing up for a great season, and you’re invited to take part. If you
read music/have played an instrument (or even if you can keep a steady beat and count to 8!)
we hope you’ll consider ringing with us! The choir practices on Monday evenings at 6:15 in rooms
15/16, and generally plays at the 8:00 and 11:00 services on the third Sunday of the month. If
you’re interested, contact Brent Fike (bfike2@cox.net) and/or drop in on Monday! Also, if you’re
curious but aren’t sure you’re ready to jump in, let Brent know as well, because if there’s interest,
we could start a beginning group.
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5th Sunday Fill the Shelves Food Drive
Dove’s Fifth Sunday Food Drive held on July 31 was
exceptional! In addition to the
food and pet supplies collected,
Suzanne and Bob Raeside
blessed St. Mary’s Food Bank
with 30 cases of water (1200
bottles)!
Dove donated 1500 bottles of
water in total! The next food
and pet supplies drive will be
on Sunday, October 30.
–Peggy Burtt
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